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	QUESTION
	WHY IMPORTANT TO ANSWER THIS Q?
	WHAT DATA IS NEEDED?
	FROM WHERE & BY WHOM?
	BY?

	How can we address Infrastructure needs of Mt school districts?
	Many Mt school buildings are being closed or condemned
	
	 website opi
	

	What role would fully funded kindergarten play in the academic development of Mt.

school children


	Could be cost effective – research says children do better
	
	
	

	How would we fully fund the permissive age ranges of 3-5 and 19-21 special ed cases?
	Missing out on $6 mil/yr and to serve this segment; be cost-effective
	
	
	

	How might we adequately and equitably fund our schools?
	
	
	
	

	Should all school districts contain k-12?

What is the relationship between the current school funding formula and the actual costs of funding accreditation standards and the constitutional mandate for quality of education?
	
	
	
	

	What is the definition of school district?
	
	
	
	

	What are the problems school districts are facing with the current formula?
	
	
	
	

	What is a quality education and what do we mean by the state’s share; define full educational potential.
	
	
	
	

	Can we address the disconnect the Board of Ed. Role and the legislature’s?
	
	
	
	

	What can we do to simplify the structure for school funding?
	
	
	
	

	What can we do to address the recruiting and retaining of educators in Mt?
	
	
	
	

	How are we are going to fund public education in Mt?
	
	
	
	

	How many states’ legislatures are currently being sued over funding or other issues (go back 5 years)?
	
	
	
	

	What can we learn from rural states like us regarding funding, tax base etc.
	
	
	
	

	Are policies  re: Indian education in place and understood?
	
	
	
	

	Section I of Mt const. (equality of ed) and Section II are they being implemented?
	
	
	
	

	What are the requirements under ‘no child left behind’?
	
	
	
	

	What funding is necessary to provide quality education for all children in Mt?
	
	
	
	

	How can we help students in rural schools have the same educational opportunities as larger schools (advanced courses)
	
	
	
	

	What changes could be made to our funding structure to allow greater flexibility?
	
	
	
	

	Can we design a more sustainable source of 

funding?
	
	
	
	

	What role can the governance structure of education in Montana play in assuring that we have a sustai8nable, understandable, effective system of public schools?
	
	
	
	

	Should the supt. Of Public Instruction be elected or appointed, and the entry experience requirement be increased?
	
	
	
	

	Can we simplify the funding of public education?
	
	
	
	

	Where do the statutory and constitutional responsibilities of OPI, the Board of Public Ed., the legislature and local school districts overlap and do those conflicting responsibilities lead to administrative and fiscal inefficiencies? 
	
	
	
	

	What are some structural options that could address the problem of providing quality schools in areas of sparse population in vast expanses? 
	
	
	
	

	What changes to funding formula would encourage the most efficient use of staff and facilities?
	
	
	
	

	Has the mission of the schools been enlarged to the point they are doing too much to excel at providing a basic education?
	
	
	
	

	Should the funding formula provide a mechanism for vouchers and/or charter schools?
	
	
	
	

	Should fixed costs in the short-term be included in the school funding formula?


	
	
	
	

	Should districts that teach students for only one hour per day receive 0.5 ANB for each student?
	
	
	
	

	Does the ability of districts to transfer revenues between special funds provide accountability to taxpayers?
	
	
	
	


This matrix was compiled by Nedra Chandler of the Montana Consensus Council

